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A  Visit  Never  to  be  Forgotten 

The  visit  of  Elder  an,d  Sister  Marion  G.  Romney  to  our  mission  was 
a  wonderful  occasion  for  each  of  us  who  heard  them  speak.  Sister  Badger 
and  I  will  ever  be  grateful  for  the  privilege  of  being  with  them  for  two 
weeks  and  partaking  of  their  wisdom  and  love  for  the  Gospel.  All  of  us 
will  long  remember  with  pleasure  the  faith-promoting  stories  and  exper- 
iences related  by  Sister  Romney.  Her  kindly  and  gentle  ways  and  her 
love  for  the  Gospel  and  her  fellow-men  will  ever  be  happy  recollections. 

The  power  of  Elder  Romney's  testimony  and  his  faith  and  dedication 
were  wonderful  to  witness.  Many  in  our  mission  have  been  drawn  closer 
to  our  Heavenly  Father  and  His  Son  through  His  servant's  testifying  of 
their  reality. 

May  we  stress  a  few  strong  impressions  we  gained  from  their  visit? 
Space  will  not  permit  listing  many,  but  we  are  particularly  aware  of  the 
following : 

1.  There  are  many  thousands  of  good  people  in  this  land  who  will 
accept  the  Gospel  when  it  is  presented  to  them  by  those  who  love  the 
Lord  and  are  diligently  serving  him.  There  will  be  stakes  of  the  Church 
in  this  land.  We  must  learn  to  serve  better  and  become  qualified  to  man 
the  wards  and  the  stakes.  Each  of  us  has  a  full  time  job  in  magnifying 
our  callings  in  the  Church.  We  don't  seek  or  decline  offices  in  the  Church. 

2.  The  Gospel  will  lift  those  who  accept  it  and  follow  its  teachings. 
We  were  told  of  how  it  did  lift  a  poor  man  in  Mexico.  He  was  so  poor 
that  he  built  his  little  place  in  which  to  live  against  the  wall  of  a  rich 
man's  home.  The  poor  man  joined  the  Church,  went  to  school,  studied, 
got  a  better  job,  and  built  a  nice  little  home.  The  Church  expects  its 
members  to  meet  their  financial  obligations  to  it  —  such  as  tithing,  fast 
offerings,  building  fund,  budget,  and  others.  We  should  be  generous  with 
the  Lord  and  with  our  fellow-men.  A  wise  Latter-day  Saint  will  then 
carefully  plan  his  remaining  funds  to  provide  for  other  worthwhile  things  in 
life.  These  would  include  missions,  education,  wholesome  family  recreation, 
the  building  of  a  delightfully  warm-hearted,  lovely  home,  and  beautifully 
furnishing  it.  These  are  not  worldly  goals,  but  goals  of  the  Saints.  To 
seek  wealth  alone,  without  service  and  dedication  to  the  Church  is 
wrong. 

3.  The  light  of  Christ  enlightens  every  person.  Belief  is  universal 
until  brushed  out  by  evil.  We  are  God's  children.  We  need  to  give  our 
lives  in  his  service.  Part  of  our  serving  God  is  to  have  family  prayer  in  the 
morning  and  the  evening.  A  good  time  for  these  prayers  is  before  break- 
fast and  before  the  evening  meal.  Those  who  observe  family  prayer  will 
find  it  a  great  blessing  in  their  lives. 

4.  Since  each  of  us  is  a  missionary,  we  will  in  part  be  judged  by 
our  Heavenly  Father  by  how  well  we  serve  in  spreading  the  Gospel.  The 
missionaries  were  told  they  would  be  judged  by  the  number  of  people 
they  reached  with  the  Gospel  as  compared  with  the  number  they  could  have 
reached  if  they  had  done  their  best.  They  were  reminded  that  the  Book 
of  Mormon  was  the  most  perfect  book  ever  written  and  that  we  can  get 
closer  to  the  Gospel  than  through  reading  any  other  book.  It  was  the 
handbook  by  which  Joseph  Smith  learned  the  Gospel.  We  would  do  well 
to  remember  the  words  of  Nephi  when  he  told  us  to  ponder  the  things  of 
God  in  our  heart. 

5.  Even  as  was  the  experience  of  Peter,  when  he  testified  that 
Jesus  was  the  Son  of  God,  and  the  Saviour  told  him  that  flesh  and  blood 
had   not    revealed   it    unto   him,   so  with    us,    we    can    know    through    the 

(Continued  on  page  263) 
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Elder     and      Sister      Romney      and 

President     and     Sister     Badger     at 

Mission     home     leaving     for 

Bloemfontein. 


APOSTLE  VISITS 
SOUTH  AFRICA 


ARRIVAL 

August  25,  1968  began,  the  long  awaited  visit  of  Elder  and  Sister 
Marion  G.  Romney  to  the  South  African  Mission.  Elder  Romney  just 
recently  received  the  new  assignment  in  over-seeing  our  mission  and 
several  other  missions  together  with  our  area  supervisor  and  his  assistant, 
Elder  Boyd  K.  Packer.  For  months  the  members  of  the  Church  have  been 
anxiously  awaiting  his  visit,  and  to  partake  of  his  spirit  and  counsel. 

At  last  the  seemingly  long  wait  had  ended  and  his  arrival  was  near. 
In  order  to  get  the  first  glimpse  of  Elder  and  Sister  Romney,  hundreds  of 
saints  left  soon  after  dinner,  on  August  25,  to  rush  to  the  Jan  Smuts 
airport  in  Johannesburg,  to  await  their  6.30  p.m.  arrival  from  Australia. 
One  of  the  members  remarked,  "This  is  the  biggest  gathering  of  saints 
I've  yet  seen,  to  welcome  a  General  Authority." 

After  the  Romneys  had  got  off  the  plane  and  had  been  checked  through 
customs  they  greeted  the  saints  with  their  warm  smiles,  and  a  friendly 
wave.  It  was  a  happy  occasion  as  members  were  pushing  their  way  to 
the  front  to  try  and  get  a  look  at  one  of  the  Lord's  Apostles.  Coming 
from  Australia  time.  Sister  Romney  remarked  she  was  shocked  to  see  so 
many  people  awake.  By  her  watch  everyone  should  have  long  been  in  bed. 

Following  the  friendly  welcome  at  the  airport,  which  terminated  with 
brief  prayers,  and  remarks  by  President  Badger  and  the  Romneys,  they 
were  driven  to  the  Mission  Home  in  Lower  Houghton,  where  they  spent 
the  night  catching  up  on  some  lost  sleep. 

The  Mission  Home  had  just  been  beautifully  repainted,  and  the 
grounds  were  in  lovely  condition  in  time  for  this  occasion.  The  missionaries 
were  so  impressed  with  the  beauty  of  the  home  and  grounds  that  they 
drove  home  early  from  the  airport,  and  had  every  light  in,  the  place  turned 
on,  when  the  Romneys  drove  up. 
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The  following  morning,  August  26,  began  the  12  day  visit.  This  was 
the  first  time  in  South  Africa  for  both  Elder  Romney  and  his  lovely  wife. 
For  the  following  two  weeks  till  September  7,  members,  missionaries,  and 
visitors  were  privileged  to  receive  counsel,  advice,  and  inspiration  from 
a  modern-day  apostle  of  Jesus  Christ.  Every  District  in  the  mission,  except 
Zambia  was  visited  by  Elder  Romney,  as  they  toured,  travelling  by  plane, 
accompanied  by  President  and  Sister  Badger. 


ORANGE  FREE  STATE 

First  on  their  schedule  was  their  flight  to  the  Orange  Free  State 
District,  where  they  arrived  at  the  Bloemfontein  airport  at  10.30  a.m., 
Wednesday  the  26th.  Sister  Gwen  Dawbney  had  prepared  a  lovely  meal 
for  the  visitors  before  the  scheduled  meetings.  At  6.00  p.m.  was  the  leader- 
ship meeting  in  which  the  theme  "How  to  call  to  an  office  and  how  to 
release"  was  discussed,  and  put  over  very  well  by  way  of  talks  and  demon- 
strations. Similar  leadership  meetings  were  held  in  each  District  of  the 
mission. 


Elder  and  Sister  Romney  after  Raman  Conference. 

A  conference  was  held  at  7.30  p.m.  and  the  chapel  was  packed  full. 
Members,  and  visitors  from  Welkom,  Kimberley,  and  other  parts  of  the 
Free  State  attended  the  meetings.  President  Badger  and  Elder  Romney 
and  their  wives  spoke  at  all  the  meetings.  Sister  Romney  told  the  people 
stories  about  her  children  and  grandchildren  to  illustrate  how  important 
it  is  to  teach  the  children  while  they  are  young  and  eager  to  learn.  She 
gave  a  message  from  Sister  McKay  to  all  missions  to  be  visited,  stating 
that  the  sisters  should  stop  gossiping.  Elder  Romney  stressed  the  impor- 
tance of  paying  a  full  tithing,  and  encouraged  the  members  to  spread  the 
Gospel,  remembering  that  every  member  is  a  missionary.  As  the  evening 
ended  each  one  felt  the  spirit  and  the  importance  of  the  Gospel. 
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CAPE  DISTRICT 


MOWBRAY  CHAPEL 


Tuesday  morning,  August  27,  the  Romney's  started  their  visit  to  the 
Cape  District  when  they  arrived  on  a  bright  sunny  day  at  the  D.F.  Malan 
airport.  As  the  smiling  visitors  landed  from  the  aircraft  and  made  there 
way  across  the  tarmac,  members  from  Mowbray  and  Bellville  were  waiting 
to  shake  hands  and  greet  them. 

A  leadership  meeting  was  held  at  6.00  p.m.  and  was  enjoyed  by  all 
present.  The  following  evening,  August  28  was  the  time  the  saints  had 
waited  for  many  years.  This  was  to  be  the  dedication  of  the  Mowbray 
Chapel.  For  weeks  there  had  been  the  thrill  of  anticipation.  Work -parties 
were  organized  to  get  the  chapel  in  good  condition.  Curtains  were  needed 
for  the  kitchen,  paint  was  needed  on  the  walls,  a  spot  of  glue  some  place 
else.  Everyone  was  kept  busy.  Then,  there  was  the  great  question.  Would 
or  would  not  approval  for  dedication  from  Salt  Lake  arrive  in  time  for 
Elder  Romney  to  dedicate  the  chapel  for  the  service  of  the  Lord.  It  was 
only  within  the  last  ten  days  before  the  arrival  that  the  answer  in  the 
affirmative  was  received.  As  the  time  arrived,  the  chapel  beautifully  deco- 
rated with  two  floral  arrangements,  was  filled  to  capacity.  In  the  first  part 
of  the  meeting  Brother  Andrew  Fourie  paid  special  tribute  to  Brother 
Park  for  the  part  he  played  in  the  erection  of  the  chapel,  then  the  choir 
under  the  baton  of  Sister  La  Verne  Nicholls  sang  Beethovens  "Hallelujah 
Chorus."  After  the  beautiful  song.  Elder  Romney  presented  the  colours  to 
the  scout  troup.  The  flags  were  received  by  Brother  Mark  Fourie  on  behalf 
of  the  Wolf  Cub  Pack,  and  by  Brother  James  Harrison,  for  the  Boy  Scouts. 
Elder  Romney  impressed  on  these  young  people  the  important  role  of 
the  Scouts  in  todays  world.  Following  talks  by  President  G.  Meyer,  Presi- 
dent and  Sister  Badger,  and  Sister  Romney,  the  congregation,  rose  to  sing 
the  dedication  hymn,  "This  House  We  Dedicate  to  Thee."  After  this  there 
was  a  wonderful,  peaceful  silence  as  Elder  Romney  took  his  place  at  the 
pulpit.  His  talk  was  simple  and  sincere.  He  spoke  on  the  work  that  had 
been  done  for  the  Lord,  and  the  tasks  that  still  remain  to  be  done  when 
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the  chapel  was  hallowed  for  this  service.  Quietly  and  reverently  heads 
were  lowered,  and  Elder  Romney  offered  the  Dedicatory  prayer.  President 
Badger  later  made  the  remark,  "It  was  one  of  the  most  spiritual  prayers 
I  have  heard.  It  felt  like  the  Lord  was  right  there  as  he  was  talking  to 
him." 

Mowbray  seems  to  have  a  famous  history  behind  it,  for  it  was  here 
that  the  first  branch  was  organized  in  South  Africa.  It  was  in  Mowbray  in 
April  19,  1853,  that  three  young  missionaries  landed  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope.  The  old  "Cumorah"  in  Mowbray,  as  the  saints  knew  it,  was  pur- 
chased by  President  Nicolas  G.  Smith  in  1916  from  Colonel  F.  Rhodes, 
brother  to  Cecil  John  Rhodes,  (Founder  of  the  Rhodesias).  It  was  made 
the  headquarters  of  the  South  African  Mission  until  1960,  when  word 
came  from  the  First  Presidency  to  move  the  headquarters  to  the  Transvaal. 
At  the  dedication  of  the  old  "Cumorah"  President  LeGrand  P.  Backman 
gave  the  dedicatory  prayer.  This  was  in  dedicating  the  chapel  built  in  1937. 

Now  eight  years  after  the  church  approved  the  building  of  a  new 
Chapel  the  saints  of  Mowbray  have  seen  their  dreams  come  true  in  the 
dedication  of  their  new  building  on  August  28,  1968. 

EASTERN  CAPE 

Thirty-one  Latter-day  Saints  were  at  the  Ben,  Schoeman  airport,  in 
East  London,  on  Thursday  August  29,  as  the  Romneys  arrived  in  the  next 
city  on  their  tour.  This  was  the  visit  to  the  Eastern  Cape.  Saints  travelled 
from  as  far  as  Natal  and  the  Transvaal  and  of  course  from  all  parts  of  the 
Eastern  Cape  to  attend  the  leadership  meeting  and  conference  that  was 
held.  It  was  reported  that  a  sweet  spirit  of  assurance  prevailed  when  Elder 
Romney  addressed  the  conference.  The  impact  of  his  talk  was  expressed 
by  Brother  Arthur  Miiller  when  he  said,  "I  am  so  thrilled  to  hear  a  man 
speak  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  wonderful  sacrifice  which  he  had  made  for 
all  of  us.  It  is  beautiful  to  hear  a  man  speak,  who  really  knows  my 
Saviour."  President  Alfred  J.  Corrigan  said,  "Never  before  have  I  had  so 
sure  a  knowledge  of  the  Atonement." 


NATAL  DISTRICT 

Half  way  through  their  tour  they  arrived  at  the  next  stop,  Durban, 
and  as  usual  they  were  greeted  at  the  airport.  As  the  crowd  from  all  over 
the  Natal  District  gathered  at  the  chapel,  President  Badger  addressed 
the  congregation  and  said  it  was  a  privi- 
lege to  speak  to  such  a  large  gathering, 
the  largest  he  had  ever  seen  in  Durban. 
Elder  Romney  in  one  of  his  talks  stated 
to  the  people  the  difference  between  our 
church  and  others.  He  said,  "We  have 
the  Holy  Ghost."  Elder  Romney 
stressed,  constantly  in  the  meeting  and 
throughout  his  tour,  the  importance  of 
having  the  spirit  to  be  with  us  and  how 
to  obtain  it.  From  the  stories  he  told 
about  some  of  his  callings  in  the 
Church,  it  was  indeed  evident  that  he 
was  truly  an  Apostle  of  the  Lord,  and  a 
man  that  was  blessed  with  the  spirit 
and  guidance  of  our  Father  in  Heaven. 
Those  present  at  the  conference  were 
impressed  by  his  sense  of  humour  and 
sweet  spirit,  as  were  others  who  heard 
him  speak  in  other  areas  of  the 
Mission. 
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TRANSVAAL 


The  Romneys  and  Badgers  arrived  back  in  Johannesburg  on  Saturday 
morning  at  9.00,  which  was  just  in  time  for  the  meeting  with  the  mission- 
aries who  had  come  from  all  parts  of  the  Transvaal  and  Free  State.  The 
meeting  was  in  the  form  of  a  training  session  for  all  missionaries.  Special 
classes  were  held  to  instruct  the  missionaries  in  various  responsibilties  and 
jobs  of  missionary  work.  Talks  were  given  by  some  missionaries  on  such 
subjects  as  prayer,  getting  the  spirit,  and  the  importance  of  humility  in 
the  work.  Durng  the  training  session.  Elder  Romney  took  the  time  to 
interview  each  missionary,  and  discuss  the  work  here  in  South  Africa. 
The  following  Monday  the  missionaries  were  able  to  meet  again  in  a 
testimony  and  report  meeting.  Before  the  meeting  they  were  asked  to  fast 
so  that  they  might  enjoy  the  spirit  of  the  meeting  and  be  in  tune  with  the 
Lord.  Each  Elder  was  asked  to  take  three  minutes  and  tell  how  he  felt 
about  his  mission,  give  one  spiritual  experience,  tell  how  he  wanted  to 
improve,  and  bear  his  testimony.  The  spirit  was  there  and  the  missionaries 
felt  the  importance  of  the  work  they  were  doing.  After  some  interesting 
talks  by  Sister  Badger,  Sister  Romney,  and  President  Badger,  Elder  Romney 
addressed  the  missionaries  for  about  an  hour.  His  theme  was  "We  are 
messengers  from  God,  and  we've  come  to  deliver  a  message  to  the  people." 
He  said  a  missionary 
will  not  be  judged  on 
how  many  baptisms 
he  receives,  but  how 
many  people  he  de- 
livers his  message  to, 
compared  to  how 
many  he  could  have 
delivered  it  to  if  he 
had  been  more  faith- 
ful. He  mentioned 
that  there  are  hun- 
dreds of  good  people 
in  Johannesburg  alone 
and  that  we  should 
live  close  to  the  Lord 
so  that  we  might 
bring  these  people  in 
the  church.  As  Elder  Elder  Romner  talk,n*  with  President  Powrie- 

Romney  met  with  missionaries  throughout  the  mission  he  gave  similar  in- 
structions and  counsel.  All  the  missionaries  felt  the  spirit  of  re-dedication 
and  the  importance  of  their  callings.  Similar  meetings  and  interviews  were 
held  with  the  missionaries  in  all  parts  of  the  mission. 

Sunday  morning  the  Transvaal  gathered  together  to  enjoy  a  priest- 
hood and  leadership  meeting  for  the  men,  and  a  Relief  Society  meeting 
for  the  women.  "How  to  call  to  service"  was  again  the  theme  of  this 
leadership  meeting.  Elders  Romney's  first  remarks  were,  "Why  is'nt  there 
a  stake  in  South  Africa?"  He  said  if  there  were,  the  saints  could  enjoy 
the  full  benefit  of  the  church  which  would  mean,  more  visits  from  the 
General  Authorities,  they  could  have  their  own  Patriarch,  and  enjoy  more 
contact  with  the  church  in  Salt  Lake.  He  asked  each  family  during  the 
coming  year  to  find  one  good  man  and  bring  him  into  the  church,  along 
with  his  family.  If  they  would  do  this  he  would  recommend  that  a  Stake 
be  created  in  the  Transvaal  area.  In  regards  to  the  demonstration  and  talks, 
he  said,  "He  had  not  seen  any  stake  demonstration  on  this  theme  better 
presented  than  this  one  presented  by  the  Transvaal.  He  emphasized  the 
importance  of  the  members  doing  their  part  in  bringing  people  into  the 
Church.  At  10.00  a.m.  was  the  General  Relief  Society  meeting  for  all  men. 
women    and  children.   Many  excellent  talks  were  given  about  the  Relief 
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Society,  and  the  womens'  role  in  the  church  and  family.  Sister  Romney 
thrilled  the  congregation  with  many  stories  illustrating  the  importance  of 
the  Relief  Society  in  her  life.  Elder  Romney  told  the  history  behind  the 
Relief  Society  and  how  it  was  established  by  the  prophet  through  reve- 
lation. After  a  brief  break  for  lunch,  and  people  coming  in  out  of  the  rain, 
the  three  o'clock  meeting  began.  The  chapel  was  again  filled  to  capacity, 
with  members  out  in  the  hall  listening  to  the  conference  on  the  loud 
speakers.  Once  again  the  members  were  impressed  with  the  spirit,  and 
testimony  that  Elder  Romney  bore.  He  said,  "He  would  be  no  more  certain 
that  Jesus  Christ  lives  when  he  was  in  heaven  than  he  is  now." 

RHODESIA 

Leaving  Johannesburg  Tuesday, 
September  3,  they  winged  their  way 
toward  Sunny  Rhodesia,  and  the 
last  District  of  their  journey.  When, 
they  arrived  they  received  a  warm 
welcome  from  all  the  Rhodesian 
saints  who  came  out  to  greet  them. 
The  highlight  of  the  Bulawayo  trip 
was  the  dedication  of  their  beauti- 
ful Chapel.  The  saints  had  been 
working  very  hard  all  year  to  raise 
the  money  to  have  their  chapel  paid 
for  and  a  few  weeks  before  Elder 
Romney's  visit  they  had  raised 
enough  money  and  the  chapel  was 
ready  to  be  dedicated  to  the  Lord. 
The  members  extend  their  apprecia- 
tion and  love  to  President  F.  O. 
Watts  who  spent  many  hard  working 
hours  in  getting  the  chapel  ready  for 
dedication  and  seeing  to  it  that  all 
the  members  did  their  part  to  pre- 
pare for  this  great  occasion.  As  the 
meeting  began,  a  large  crowd  was 
there   to    witness   the   dedication   and 

listen  to  the  remarks  of  Elder  Romney.  The  service  began  at  7.00  sharp 
with  President  F.  O.  Watts  conducting,  and  the  congregation  singing,  "We 
thank  Thee  O  God  for  a  Prophet."  Speakers  for  the  conference  were: 
Sister  Badger,  and  Sister  Romney,  Richard  Isaac,  former  President  of  the 
Bulawayo  Branch,  and  President  Badger  and  Elder  Romney.  Elder  and 
Sister  Romney  both  expressed  their  appreciation  of  the  fine  work  done  by 
the  saints,  and  also  remarked  on  the  beauty  of  the  country.  One  member 
remarked,  "He  has  such  a  wonderful  spirit,  and  a  great  sense  of  humour. 
I  could  listen  to  him  speak  for  hours."  Those  present  were  impressed  with 
the  beautiful  words  spoken  in  the  Dedicatory  prayer  offered  by  Elder 
Romney. 

The  Bulawayo  Branch  was  first  organized  and  officered  by  the  mis- 
sionaries in  1951,  with  meetings  in,  a  hall.  It  was  run  by  the  missionaries 
until  1957  when  President  Fisher  appointed  Richard  Isaacs  to  be  the 
Branch  Presdent  with  W.  A.  Jubber  as  First  Counsellor.  Plans  for  the 
Chapel  were  drawn  up  in  1962,  and  negotiations  for  the  ground  were 
commenced  in  1961  with  the  Bulawayo  municipality.  The  building  was 
completed  a  few  years  later  and  opened  by  President  O.  Layton  Alldredge 
in  July  1963.  Since  this  time  the  Bulawayo  branch  has  enjoyed  the  services 
in  the  new  chapel.  The  past  year  has  brought  great  growth  and  unity 
through  the  work  of  President  and  Sister  Watts,  the  members  associated 
with  them,  and  missionaries  who  are  working  to  bring  new  converts  to 
the  branch. 
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The  following  day  they  were  in  Salisbury,  and  a  large  crowd  attended 
the  conference  with  some  members  coming  up  from  Bulawayo.  Sister 
Romney's  talk  was  enjoyed  as  she  stressed  again  the  need  for  careful 
teaching.  She  told  a  story  of  a  small  boy  whose  parents  asked  him  about 
his  Primary  teacher.  He  replied,  "I  don't  know  her  name  but  she  must  be 
Jesus,  she  talks  about  him  all  the  time."  President  Badger's  advice  to 
those  present  was  to  follow  Joseph  Smith's  example  and  pray  and  ask 
God  whether  the  Church  was  true,  and  after  finding  the  truth  we  should 
strive  to  keep  the  commandments.  Elder  Romney  stated  in  his  talk.  He 
"could  never  remember  a  time  when  family  prayer  wasn't  said,  or  the 
food  blessed."  The  story  of  his  mother  teaching  him  honesty,  when  he 
stole  some  apples  and  her  advice  to  take  them  back  to  the  lady  he  had 
taken  them  from,  was  enjoyed  by  the  members.  He  also  told  of  his  love 
for  his  family  and  how  he  had  received  his  call  to  be  a  missionary,  and 
how  the  Lord  had  helped  him  in  his  decision. 

The  next  day  the  Badgers  and  Romneys  took  a  brief  rest  and  visited 
the  beautiful  and  world  famous  Victoria  Falls,  and  an  exciting  drive 
through  the  Wanki  Game  Reserve.  Elder  Romney  said  that  he  and  his 
wife  "  were  impressed  with  the  giraffes  the  best."  Flying  from  the  Victoria 
Falls  they  arrived  back  in  Johannesburg  on  Friday  September  6. 

During  their  brief  stay  in  the  mission  home,  the  Romneys  never  lost 
a  moment  to  teach  the  Gospel.  Sister  Romney  could  be  heard  relating  a 
story  to  impress  upon  the  missionaries'  minds  the  importance  of  the 
gospel  and  the  work.  The  missionaries  were  impressed  with  their  sense  of 
humour,  and  the  sweet  way  they  were  treated.  One  missionary  reported 
after  asking  Elder  Romney  a  gospel  question.  "He  sure  knows  the  scrip- 
tures and  has  a  marvellous  understanding  of  the  gospel." 

Although  their  stay  in  South  Africa  was  rather  short,  the  Romneys 
visit  will  long  be  remembered.  We  will  always  remember  the  spirit  that 
they  brought  with  them,  and  the  counsel  and  advice  that  were  given. 
Everyone  will  remember  their  sense  of  humour  and  warm  friendly  spirit 
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that  radiated  from  them.  It  has  indeed  been,  a  great  blessing  to  have  had 
the  visit  of  a  modern-day  Apostle  of  the  Lord  Jesusu  Christ. 

RSG 


Editor's  note:  Special  thanks  to  all  the  Branch  reporters  who  sent  in 
reports  of  Elder  Romney's  visit.  Although  it  was  not  possible  to  print 
all  the  news,  all  the  reports  were  read  and  very  much  enjoyed. 

A   VISIT    NEVER   TO   BE   FORGOTTEN      (Continued    from    page  255) 

revelation  from  the  Holy  Ghost  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ.  The  Saviour 
told  the  people  that  He  and  His  disciples  spoke  that  which  they  knew. 
If  we  have  faith,  repent,  believe,  and  follow  his  instructions  to  be  born 
again;  if  we  are  born  again  by  being  baptized  by  those  with  authority 
and  have  hands  laid  upon  our  heads  for  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost;  and 
if  we  then  live  the  Gospel,  then  we  will  not  just  believe,  we  will  know 
through  the  revelation  of  the  Holy  Ghost  to  us. 

Let  us  truly  ponder  the  things  of  God  in  our  hearts.  Let  us  each 
magnify  our  callings.  May  we  always  cherish  this  wonderful  experience  of 
having  these  choice  servants  of  our  Heavenly  Father  with  us.  We  are 
already  seeing  results  of  the  strengthening  influence  they  have  been  to 
our  mission. 

With  love  to  each  of  you. 
President  and  Sister  Badger. 
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Elder  W.J. 
Critchlow  Jr. 
Dies  at  76 


William  J.  Critchlow  Jr.  76,  Assistant  to  the  Council  of  the  Twelve, 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  died  at  9.30  a.m.,  August  29, 
1968,  in  the  Dee  LDS  Hospital. 

Elder  Critchlow  had  been  in  the  hospital  for  about  a  month  during 
his  latest  stay.  He  had  undergone  several  operations  and  had  suffered  a 
slight  relapse  Tuesday  night.  He  had  been  listed  in  "serious"  condition 
since  that  time. 

As  a  General  Authority,  Elder  Critchlow  travelled  widely,  visiting 
members  of  the  Church  in  many  parts  of  the  world.  He  was  a  frequent 
visitor  to  stake  conferences,  often  toured  missions,  dedicated  numerous 
chapels,  and  was  a  popular  speaker  wherever  he  went. 

A  stout  defender  of  the  Church,  he  bore  a  fervent  testimony  to  the 
truthfulness  of  the  gospel.  He  served  in  numerous  priesthood  correlation 
assignments,  and  will  be  remembered,  particularly  in  Ogden,  as  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  pioneer  memorial  pageant,  "Faces  West",  given 
annually  in  that  city. 

Elder  Critchlow  served  as  an  advisor  to  the  Primary  Association,  was 
a  member  of  the  personnel  committee  of  the  Church,  and  in  his  most 
recent  assignment,  was  appointed  to  assist  Elder  Mark  E.  Petersen  of  the 
Council  of  the  Twelve  in  supervising  the  missions  of  south-east  United 
States. 

Elder  Critchlow  was  serving  as  president  of  the  South  Ogden  Stake 
in  Weber  County  when  sustained  as  an  Assistant  to  the  Council  of  the 
Twelve  at  the  October  Conference  in   1958. 

He  was  the  first  president  of  the  stake  when  it  was  created,  having 
served  for  three  previous  years  as  first  counsellor  in  the  presidency  of  the 
Mt.  Ogden  Stake.  For  three  years  before  he  had  been  second  counsellor 
in  the  Mt.  Ogden  Stake  presidency. 

His  assignment  to  the  position  of  leadership  in  the  new  South 
Ogden  Stake  had  particular  significance  to  him  because  it  came  on 
December  7,  1941,  the  day  the  Japanese  bombed  Pearl  Harbour. 

When  he  was  sustained  a  General  Authority  he  had  another  memorable 
event  to  keep  in  mind.  On  this  same  day  his  eighth  grandchild  was  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Taylor  Critchlow. 

Once  an  ardent  outdoor  man,  Elder  Critchlow  declared  that  he  gave 
up  fishing,  golf,  and  other  hobbies  to  devote  his  spare  time  to  his  Church 
activities. 

And  he  put  the  spare  time  to  good  use. 

During  his  busy  and  successful  business  career  he  also  served  in 
many  Church  and  civic  organizations,  always  giving  time  and  effort  to 
projects  of  community  interest. 
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He  was  educated  in  the  Ogden  public  schools  and  at  Weber 
Academy  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1911.  He  later  studied  at  the 
University  of  Utah. 

When  sustained  a  General  Authority  he  was  manager  of  the  business 
development  department  of  the  Ogden  division  of  the  Utah  Power  and 
Light  Co. 

His  business  career  was  one  of  continued  success.  He  began  in  1912  as 
a  meter  reader  for  the  Utah  Light  and  Railway  Co.  From  this  position 
he  was  elevated  to  chief  clerk  of  the  successor  company,  the  Utah  Light 
and  Traction  Co.,  in  1916.  By  1920  he  had  been  named  credit  manager  of 
the  company,  now  known  as  the  Utah  Power  and  Light  Co.  He  held  this 
position  for  10  years  and  later  was  named  division  sales  manager,  a 
position  he  held  from  1930  to  1952. 

In  civic  affairs  the  South  Ogden  resident  served  as  a  member  of  the 
board  of  trustees  of  the  Dee  LDS  Hospital,  vice  president  of  the  Weber 
County  Watershed  Protection  Assn.,  vice-president  of  the  Ogden,  Retail 
Credit  Assn.,  and  as  a  member  of  the  Ogden  Chamber  of  Commerce.  He 
was  an  officer  in  the  American  Red  Cross,  and  the  Ogden  Gateway 
Council,  Boy  Scouts  of  America.  He  also  was  a  past  president  of  the 
Ogden  Lions  Club. 

Other  Church  activities  that  helped  Elder  Critchlow  prove  his  leader- 
ship ability  included  second  assistant  superintendent  in  a  stake  Young 
Men's  Mutual  Improvement  Assn.,  and  later  superintendent  of  the  YMMIA 
of  the  Ogden  Fourteenth  Ward. 

He  was  superintendent  of  the  Eleventh  Ward  Sunday  School  in  Weber 
Stake  in  1928-29,  and  had  previously  served  as  counsellor  in  the  super- 
intendency  and  also  in  the  YMMIA  of  the  same  ward  and  stake. 

Elder  Critchlow  was  born  in  Brigham  City,  August  21,  1892,  son  of 
William  James  and  Anna  Gregerson  Critchlow.  He  married  Anna  Marie 
Taylor  of  Ogden  in  the  Salt  Lake  Temple  on  August  20,  1924. 

Besides  his  widow  he  is  survived  by  two  sons,  William  J.  Ill,  and 
Robert  Taylor  and  a  daugher,  Mrs.  Datus  H.  (Patricia)  Maughan,  and 
14  grandchildren. 

Two  brothers  also  survive,  John  Q.  and  Carlos  C,  both  of  Ogden. 

Services  were  held  on  Tuesday  in  the  Ogden  Tabernacle. 

(Article  was  taken  from  the  Deseret  News  of  August  29,  1968) 

DOES  THE  CHURCH  OWN  STOCK  .  .  .     (Continued  from   page  270) 

If  members  of  the  Church  would  take  the  time  to  read  carefully 
what  the  Lord  has  said  to  them  in  the  Word  of  Wisdom,  Section  89,  in 
the  Doctrine  and  Covenants,  and  then  would  heed  these  sayings,  they 
would  be  greatly  benefitted.  This  revelation  was  given  as  a  warning  to  the 
Latter-day  Saints.  In  it  tea  and  coffee  are  not  mentioned,  but  evidently 
these  stimulants  were  meant  among  others.  In  a  revelation  to  the 
Prophet  Joseph  Smith  it  was  made  known  in  his  day  that  these  two 
stimulants  were  included  but  that  the  revelation  was  not  confined  in  this 
counsel  just  to  these  two  beverages.  Today  many  other  drinks  and 
beverages  have  come  into  general  use.  Some  of  these  are  just  as  harmful- 
perhaps  more  so  than  are  tea  and  coffee.  Nevertheless,  members  of  the 
Church  should  seek  for  wisdom,  and  if  they  will  follow  the  teachings  that 
have  come  to  us  through  revelation,  they  will  learn  to  avoid  many 
other  things  that  today  are  offered  to  an  unsuspecting  public.  The  fact  is 
beyond  successful  dispute  or  contradiction  that  some  stimulants  are  being 
offered  to  the  public  that  are  detrimental  to  health.  Let  us  not  lose  sight 
of  the  fact  that  Satan  is  alert  and  that  his  mission  is  to  destroy  souls  and 
to  undermine,  if  he  possibly  can,  every  good  and  wholesome  command- 
ment and  that  he  cares  nothing  about  the  health  of  the  mortal  body  nor 
the  keeping  of  the  commandments  of  the  Lord.  On  radio  and  television 
programmes  you  will  frequently  find  alluring  and  enticing  advertising  of 
substances  that  the  Lord  has  said  are  not  good  for  man. 

(Continued  on  page  267) 
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Mission  Relief  Society 
Convention 

by   Lilian   Brummer 

The  first  day,  Saturday,  of  our  Mission  Relief  Society  Convention 
dawned  cool  and  clear.  This  was  the  long-awaited  first  mission-wide  Relief 
Society  Mission  Convention  to  be  held  in  the  Republic  of  South  Africa. 
We  were  making  history,  but  more  than  that,  we  were  filling  a  need  long 
felt  by  all  the  sisterhood  of  the  Church  in  this  part  of  the  Lord's 
vineyard. 

There  was  much  to  be  gained  in  meeting  with  sisters  from  other 
branches.  The  sisters  in  the  Mission  Relief  Society  Presidency  were  con- 
scious of  the  benefit  derived  from  closer  contact  with  others  from  distant 
branches.  The  sharing  of  talents,  exchange  of  ideas,  inspiring  and  enthusing 
each  other,  strengthening  one  another's  testimonies,  getting  to  know  and 
love  one  another  —  this  was  the  purpose  of  the  Mission  Relief  Society 
Convention. 

Much  planning  and  preparation  went  before.  There  were  sacrifices 
made  to  ensure  that  everything  would  run  smoothly.  Everyone  worked 
with  a  will,  knowing  that  the  reward  would  be  rich  indeed. 

Elder  Marion  G.  Romney  of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve  and  Sister 
Ida  J.  Romney's  visit  to  our  country,  was  more  than  timely  for  the 
sisters  of  the  South  African  Mission  and  much  appreciated. 

So,  Saturday  arrived  and  the  sisters  eagerly  met  for  the  first  meeting 
at  Ramah  Chapel,  Johannesburg.  The  10:00  a.m.  meeting  General  Relief 
Society  Conference  session,  was  primarily  devoted  to  instructional  material. 
Sister  Ivy  Clark,  Relief  Society  Mission  President,  conducted  and  intro- 
duced the  programme.  We  then  heard  from  our  honoured  guest,  Sister 
Ida  Romney,  whom  we  recognized  as  a  choice  and  noble  woman  of  the 
Church.  She  spoke  lovingly  of  the  sisters  present  whom  she  felt  she  knew. 
Sister  Romney  related  some  inspiring  incidents  that  took  place  in  her 
full  life  in  the  Church. 

Thereafter  we  received  instructional  material  from  Sister  Eunice 
Fountain,  Secretary,  on  reports;  Sister  Lilian  Brummer,  first  counsellor,  on 
lesson  material;  Sister  Barbara  Chater,  magazine  representative,  on 
magazines. 

At  11:00  a.m.  our  second  meeting,  "General  Demonstrations"  from 
each  branch  in  the  Mission,  was  conducted  by  Sister  Jean  Wright, 
second  counsellor. 

We  adjourned  for  a  short  lunch  break  at  12:30  p.m.,  which  was 
provided  and  served  by  the  Mission  Primary  Association.  At  1  :00  p.m.  the 
sisters  reassembled  in  the  chapel  for  further  demonstrations.  The  numerous 
talents  displayed  delighted  the  sisters;  the  standard  of  the  work  was  high; 
the  explanations  which  accompanied  the  work  were  easily  understood. 
Many  sisters  present  promised  themselves  they  would  go  home  and 
utilize  latent  talents.  We  learned  how  from  a  minimum  amount  of 
inexpensive  material,  plus  enterprise  and  ingenuity  a  most  attractive  article 
could  be  produced.  The  sisters  were  shown  how  homemaking  was  not 
necessarily  a  chore,  but  afforded  limitless  opportunities  waiting  for 
creativity. 

From  2  :  25  to  3  :  45  viewing  of  the  bazaar  stalls  was  permitted. 
Every  branch  had  been  invited  to  bring  articles  made  by  their  local 
sisters,  each  specializing  in  an  area,  such  as  infants'  need,,  beach-wear, 
take-away  foods,  etc.  As  each  participated  in  displaying  and  selling  their 
goods  in  a  stall  which  they  had  decorated  there  was  a  hum  of  goodwill 
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and    delight    through    the    cultural    hall.    Each    branch    took    home    the 
complete  amount  totalled  from  her  goods  sold. 

President  Badger  performed  the  official  opening  of  the  Bazaar.  The 
stalls  were  most  colourful  and  attractive.  The  items  for  sale  were  tastefully 
displayed.  The  theme  of  the  Bazaar  and  hall  decorations  was  appropriately 
"Spring".  The  judges  had  a  difficult  task  in  deciding  the  winner  of  the 
stalls.  The  winners  were  Mowbray  and  Klerksdorp. 

Tasty  suppers  were  served  from  5.00  p.m.  to  a  wonderful  turnout  of 
families  from  all  over.  From  then  onwards,  the  delight  of  every  Latter- 
day  Saint,  time  was  open  for  socializing  and  meeting  our  distinguished 
guests,  Elder  and  Sister  Romney. 

Sunday  morning  brought  an  inspiring  congregation  of  349  women. 
At  9:15  a.m.  we  opened  our  first  meeting,  which  consisted  of  a  play 
presentation,  "Woman's  place  in  the  Gospel  Plan".  Sister  Lilian  Brummer. 
conducting,  spoke  on  the  theme  of  the  Relief  Society  plan  and  the 
important  role  of  women  in  the  Church.  The  play  was  directed  by  Sister 
Signe  Thomson  from  Ramah  1.  Play  participants  were  Sister  Rose  Calteaux 
her  two  daughters,  and  Sister  Kitty  Smith.  Sister  Elaine  Strydom  of 
Krugersdorp  branch  rendered  a  solo,  accompanied  by  Sister  Anna  Marie  de 
Wet,  Ramah  1.  Together  with  the  play,  the  musical  item  and  remarks,  we 
were  left  in  a  sober  and  enlightened  frame  of  mind,  having  been  made 
more  aware  of  the  personal  responsibilities  of  women  in  the  Church. 

We  entered  the  last  phase  of  the  Convention  at  the  second  meeting  at 
10.45  a.m.  President  Badger  conducted  and  presented  the  speakers  who 
were  Sister  Ivy  Clark,  Jean  Wright,  Eleanor  Badger,  Howard  Badger,  Ida 
Romney  and  Marion  G.  Romney. 

The  singing  Mothers  of  the  mission,  under  the  able  direction  of  Sister 
Valerie  Snyman,  Transvaal  district  chorister,  and  accompanied  on  the 
organ  by  Sister  Pat  Greer,  the  district  organist,  rendered  two  beautiful 
numbers.  The  display  of  lovely  flowers  which  decorated  the  chapel,  foyer, 
hall  and  Relief  Society  room  were  arranged  by  the  Transvaal  District 
Relief  Society  presidency,  and  were  a  joy  to  all  those  who  entered  the 
building. 

So,  our  first  mission  Relief  Society  Convention  came  to  a  climax. 
The    end    of    a    fruitful    week-end,    rich    in    personal    blessings,    stronger 

(Continued  on  page  271) 
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It  would  be  a  great  blessing  to  humanity  if  all  such  could  be  eliminated, 
but  in  my  opinion,  Satan  seemingly  has  a  great  influence  on  many 
pdogrammes,  and  in  the  most  enticing  and  alluring  fashion  he  is  able  to 
picture  evils  in  a  manner  that  appeals  particularly  to  the  youth. 

Not  many  years  have  passed  since  it  was  considered  a  vile  or  improper 
thing  to  picture  on  billboards  or  on  the  screen  a  woman  smoking  cigarettes. 
My  mind  goes  back  to  the  beginning  of  woman's  activity  in  this  direction. 
I  recall  seeing  on  the  billboards  the  picture  of  a  man  and  a  woman  sitting 
on  opposite  sides  of  a  table  as  she  was  lighting  his  cigarette.  They  did  not 
dare  in  that  day  to  picture  a  woman  smoking  a  cigarette.  A  few  years 
later  she  had  become  a  full-fledged  smoker,  and  today  it  is  the  woman 
on  the  screen  who  does  the  effective  advertising  of  the  filthy  weed. 

One  thing  we  can  say  for  Lucifer,  the  enemy  of  all  flesh :  he  is  cunning 
and  crafty.  He  knows  all  the  tricks  and  has  had  several  thousand  years  of 
constant  practice.  His  mission  from  the  beginning  has  been  to  destroy  and 
damn  mankind. 

As  members  of  the  Church  we  have  been  taught  the  Word  of  Wisdom. 
We  should  defend  it  as  well  as  live  in  accord  with  it.  Our  mortal  bodies 
are  destined  to  live  forever  after  coming  forth  from  the  grave.  We  have 
been  taught  by  revelation  that  they  who  are  filthy  in  this  life  will  be 
filthy  still.  Therefore,  let  us  one  and  all  set  the  example  before  our  fellow- 
men  to  keep  our  mortal  tabernacles  sweet  and  clean. 

October.  1968  CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER  267 


President 

David  O.  McKay 

at  95 

by  Joseph  Lundstrom 


"All  this  talk  about  my  illness  is  just  imagination,"  said  President 
David  O.  McKay  this  week  on  the  eve  of  his  95th  birthday. 

His  grey-blue  eyes  sparkled  and  a  little  smile  played  around  the 
corners  of  his  mouth.  His  handshake  was  strong,  his  speech,  slow  and 
clear.  And  though  his  legs  may  not  be  as  durable  as  when  he  played 
football  at  the  University  of  Utah  70  and  more  years  ago,  there  is 
nothing  slow  or  uncertain  about  his  mind. 

President  McKay,  beginning  his  96th  year,  is  sharply  alert  to  the  affairs 
of  the  world,  the  nation,  especially  the  Church,  and  about  his  family  and 
friends. 

How  does  a  man  95  years  old  keep  busy  directing  the  affairs  of  the 
world,  the  nation,  especially  the  Church,  and  about  his  family  and  friends. 

How  does  a  man  95  years  old  keep  busy  directing  the  affairs  of  the 
Church? 

With  the  exception  of  his  world-wide  travels,  he  continues  to  do 
daily  most  of  the  things  he  has  been  doing  since  he  became  President 
of  the  Church  in  1951. 

President  McKay  meets  almost  daily  with  counsellors,  members  of 
the  Twelve,  and  other  General  Authorities,  to  conduct  the  business  of 
the  Church. 

In  addition,  he  plays  the  role  of  host  for  the  Church  as  he  greets 
and  entertains  the  great  and  small  of  the  world  —  princes,  ambassadors, 
politicians,  world  leaders,  professional  entertainers,  scientists  —  from  the 
great  and  powerful  to  the  meek  and  humble. 

Many  tributes  from  associates  and  friends  around  the  world  poured 
into  President  McKay's  office  this  past  week.  On  Thursday,  members 
of  the  First  Presidency  and  the  Council  of  the  Twelve  cancelled  their 
weekly  temple  meeting  to  travel  to  Huntsville  where  President  McKay  was 
spending  the  day,  and  honoured  him  with  a  birthday  tribute. 

An  unusual  tribute  was  paid  by  a  long  story  released  by  Copley  News 
Service  calling  attention  to  the  growth  and  development  of  the  Church 
while  he  has  been  Church  president. 

A  brief  leafing  through  his  diary  since  his  last  birthday  showed  in  part 
how  this  revered  leader  of  nearly  three  million  members  of  the  Church 
spends  his  busy  days : 

On  September  21,  he  met  with  the  General  Authorities  and  announced 
the  appointment  of  Elder  Alvin  R.  Dyer  to  an  Apostle. 

On  September  22,  he  received  the  first  copy  of  a  new  book  of  his 
writing  and  sermons,  "Man  May  Know  For  Himself,"  compiled  by  his 
faithful  and  devoted  secretary  Clare  Middlemiss. 
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On  September  29  he  attended  and  presided  at  the  opening  session  of 
the  137th  semi-annual  General  Conference  of  the  Church.  During  the 
conference,  three  major  addresses  by  the  president  were  presented. 

A  week  later  he  asked,  after  close  and  detailed  study,  that  the  Visitor's 
Center  Programme  at  Independence,  Jackson  County.  Mo.,  go  forward. 

On  Nov.  20  he  visited  with  Prince  Tu'L  Pelehale,  Premier  of  Tonga. 

On  Dec.  3,  he  met  with  Dr.  Aziz  S.  Ttiya,  who  had  found  the 
fascimile  papyri  of  the  Pearl  of  Great  Price. 

On  Dec.  2,  he  attended  the  annual  Christmas  party  of  the  General 
Authorities  and  employees  of  the  Church. 

On  Jan.  2,  he  observed  his  67th  wedding  anniversary  with  Mrs. McKay. 

March  18  brought  him  the  Exemplary  Manhood  Award  of  Brigham 
Young   University. 

On  March  27  he  visited  with  the  late  Sen.  Robert  F.  Kennedy  who 
was  campaigning  in  Salt  Lake  City. 

On  March  28  he  met  with  the  General  Authorities  in  a  pre-General 
Conference  meeting  in  the  Temple. 

On  April  4  he  attended  General  Conference  where  three  major 
addresses  were  again  delivered  to  the  Church. 

He  entertained,  and  was  entertained  himself,  by  a  visit  from  Lawrence 
Welk,  popular  band  leader,  and  group  from  the  band  on  April  12. 

On  May  1  he  visited  with  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Philo  T.  Farnsworth  of 
Main.  (Dr.  Farnsworth  is  credited  with  the  invention  of  black  and  white 
television.)  They  discussed  science  and  religion. 

On  May  5,  President  McKay  received  Sir  Patrick  Dean,  British  am- 
bassador to  the  United  States,  for  a  formal  visit. 

On  May  10  he  prepared  a  special  statement  against  the  liquor  by  the 
drink  in  Utah  proposal  which  was  published  throughout  the  nation. 

On  May  29,  he  was  presented  with  a  certificate  of  membership  in  the 
Association  of  Alumni  of  Weber  State  College. 

On  May  30,  President  McKay  visited  his  family  home  in  Huntsville. 

June  5  found  President  McKay  receiving  native  gifts  from  a  group 
of  citizens  of  Accra,  Ghana,  Africa. 

On  June  6,  he  issued  a  statement  on  behalf  of  the  Church  on  the 
assassination   of  Sen.   Kennedy. 

On  June  24  he  observed  the  91st  birthday  of  Mrs.  McKay  at  a 
family  party. 

In  between  these  many  varied  and  busy  activities,  President  McKay 
made  appointments  of  general  Church  officers,  performed  ordinances, 
received  and  sent  out  countless  reports  and  correspondence,  and  conferred 
regularly  with  his  associates. 

And  during  all  of  these  activities,  he  continued  to  give  the  spiritual 
guidance  and  direction  to  the  Church  that  befits  the  high  calling  which  is 
his :   Prophet,  Seer  Revelator,  and  President  of  the  Church. 

For  a  man  just  to  be  alive  30  years  bevond  what  is  considered  normal 
retirement  age  by  most  American  —  65  —  is  remarkable.  For  a  man  to 
carry  the  heavy  burdens  of  the  Lord's  authority  and  direct  and  guide  His 
Church  in  a  manner  befitting  a  leader  half  President  McKay's  age  is 
more  than  remarkable.  It  is  miraculous ! 

(Taken  from  the  "Church  News"  of  September,  1968) 
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u 


answers 

Does  the  Church 
own  stock  in  the 
Coca-Cola  Company?" 

QUESTION: 

We  have  heard  reports  that  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints  is  a  heavy  stockholder  in  the  beverage 
company  known  as  the  Coca-Cola  Company,  from  which 
investment  it  receives  large  sums  of  money.  I  have  been 
taught  that  Latter-day  Saints  were  to  refrain  from  the  use 
of  cola  beverages,  and  this  report  comes  to  me  with  a  shock. 
Is  there  any  truth  to  this  statement,  and  if  so,  how  is  such 
a  connection  justified  ? 

ANSWER: 

For  some  reason  this  question  has  come  to  me  on  several  occasions 
from  certain  sections  of  the  country,  but  I  have  never  been  able  to  trace 
it  to  its  source.  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  and  its 
leading  authorities  are  in  no  way  associated  with  nor  have  stock  in  the 
Coco-Cola  Company.  Perhaps  some  person,  for  some  ulterior  purpose 
circulated  this  report,  evidently  endeavouring  to  attack  the  doctrine  of  the 
Church  and  the  teachings  of  the  authorities  in  relation  to  the  Word  of 
Wisdom. 

Personally,  I  have  no  knowledge  as  to  the  contents  of  cola  drinks  and 
therefore  cannot  give  expert  advice  as  to  their  contents.  However,  I  have 
the  statement  on  the  examination  of  a  capable  chemist  that  cola  drinks 
contain  caffeine,  the  element  that  is  so  prevalent  in  coffee  and  other  stimu- 
lants. There  is  one  thing  that  I  do  know,  however:  this  stimulating  drink 
is  not  served  in  my  home,  and  no  matter  where  I  am  I  "personally  avoid 
it. 

(Continued  on  page  265) 
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S.A.  MISSION 


HIGHLIGHTS 

Cumorah's    Message    of    You 

Elder  Randall  S.  Gibbs,  Section  Editor 


MOWBRAY 


Auxiliaries    Active 

Reported  by  Beatrice  E.  Smith 


Congratulations  to  Brother  and 
Sister  Ian  Macfarlane,  who  were 
married  in  Pretoria  on  July  24.  It 
was  certainly  hard  luck  to  get  mea- 
sles on  one's  honeymoon,  but  it  is 
good  to  report  that  the  bridegroom 
has  made  a  complete  recovery. 

Sister  Margaret  Dyason  is  now 
visiting  the  Holy  Land.  Her  friends 
all  look  forward  to  hearing  the 
tale  of  her  adventures,  when  she 
returns  to   this   country. 

Farewell  and  good  luck  to  Sisters 
Molly  Gort  and  Pamela  van  der 
Linden.  They  left  these  shores  on 
August  8  for  England  and  Canada, 
respectively.  These  two  very  talented 
young  ladies  will  be  very  much 
missed  in  the  Branch,  where  they 
have  both  been  actively  engaged  in 
promoting  a  real  musical  atmos- 
phere. 

Congratulations  to  Sister  Birch  on 
the  birth  of  her  first  grandson.  Her 
previous  grandchildren  were  both 
girls. 

The  Relief  Society  has  held  two 
work  evenings  and,  at  least,  one 
work  morning.  There  have  been 
demonstrations  and  instructions  in 
bag-making,  waffle-weaving,  crochet- 
ing,   etc.    At    this    rate,    the    bazaar 


stalls  will  be  full  of  fascinating 
handy  work  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Sunday  evening,  August  17  saw 
the  presentation  of  diplomas  to  all 
the  graduate  teachers  who  have 
been  receiving  instruction  from  Sis- 
ter Albertina  van  der  Linden.  Five 
of  the  newly  graduated  teachers 
addressed  the  congregation  from  the 
pulpit.  To  add  to  the  beauty  of 
the  service,  the  Relief  Society  Sing- 
ing Sisters  rendered  a  delightful 
number. 

The  MIA  held  a  Scavenger  Hunt 
on  the  19th.  This  proved  to  be  an 
evening  of  good  fun  for  all  who 
took  part. 

Primary  friends  arranged  a  Baby 
Shower  for  Sister  Wanda  Fullard  at 
her  home  on  the  19.  Mothers, 
aunties,  and  even  grannies  were 
there,  as  were  quite  a  handful  of 
pre-school  members.  It  was  a  very 
happy  affair  and  thanks  go  to 
those  who  arranged  it. 

The  spirit  of  adventure  has  been 
in  evidence  in  little  Elmarie  Groene- 
wald,  who,  at  the  age  of  2},  took 
herself  for  a  train  journey  from 
Rondebosch  to  Cape  Town.  It  is 
good  to  report  that  she  enjoyed  the 
trip  and  has  suffered  no  ill  effects 
for  her  deed  of  deering-do. 


MISSION   RELIEF  SOCIETY  CONVENTION     (Continued  from  page  267) 

testimony,  valuable  information  gleaned,  more  enlightenment,  and  in- 
struction received,  new  found  friendships  and  a  greater  interest  and  love 
for  one  another,  found  each  attending  sister  filled  with  with  new  strength 
and  delight  in  the  Relief  Society  programme. 

Reluctant  leave  was  taken,  sisters  bade  farewell  to  sisters  and  thanked 
those  who  kindly  accommodated  them  in  their  homes  They  then  returned 
home,  eagerly  awaiting  for  news  of  the  next  convention. 
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BELLVILLE 

Holds    Dance 

Reported  by  Dorathea  E.  A.  Storey 

Sister  Diane  Jenner  was  baptized  on  August  3  by  her  father  President 
Brian  R.  Jenner.  We  welcome  her  as  a  member. 

A  dance  was  held  at  the  Mowbray  recreation  hall  on  August  23, 
to  raise  funds  for  the  Branch  scouts  and  the  basketball  team.  It  was  a 
very  good  dance  and  the  few  that  did  attend  had  a  most  enjoyable  time. 

The  Relief  Society  sisters  deserve  praise  for  the  variety  of  goodies 
they  provided,  and  the  band  we  had  was  excellent. 

On  Tuesday,  August  27,  members  of  the  Branch  attended  District 
Leadership  meeting  with  Elder  Marion  G.  Romney,  at  the  Mowbray 
Chapel,  and  were  again  in  attendance  on  Wednesday  evening  to  witness 
the  dedication  of  the  Chapel  by  Elder  Romney.  It  was  indeed  a  spiritual 
feast  and  an  inspiration  to  all  to  be  able  to  listen  to  an  Apostle  of  the 
Church  speak. 


PORT  ELIZABETH 


Dampered    by    Flood 


Reported  by  Kathy  Booth 

The    month    came    to    a    watery  when  he  ran  up  the  path  in  the  rain 

close.     The     chapel     and     buildings  and    slipped    and    fell    on    the    wet 

leaked   badly   during  the   flood   and  foyer.  He  was  taken  to  casualty  and 

the  grounds  were  under  about  five  had  to  have  stitches  for  a  cut  above 

inches      of      water.      Only      about  the  eye  from  his  glasses.  No  other 

twenty-two    members    were   able    to  members  of  the   Branch  were   hurt 

get    to    church   for   Sunday    School.  and  the  only  damage  to  most  were 

President  Charsley,  decided  to  hold  stalled    cars,    and    flooded    gardens, 

only  the  testimony  meeting  as  none  The    volleyball    tournament    held 

of  the  Sunday   School   superintend-  in   our  hall   over  the  weekend  was 

ency,  and  only  one  of  the  teachers  won    by    Western    Province    in    the 

were  able  to  get  to  the  chapel   be-  decider  played  on  Monday  morning 

fore    the    Target    Kloof    Road    was  when    only    seven    of    the    Eastern 

washed    away.    Unfortunately    Bro-  Province  teams  were  able  to  parti- 

ther    Kevin    van    Rooyen   was    hurt  cipatc,  due  to  the  flood. 

EAST  LONDON 

View    Slides    of    Canada 

Reported  by  Naomi  Raubenheimer 

Our  congratulations  go  to  young  Brother  Kenny  Jubber  who  is 
proving  himself  very  well  in  cycling.  He  recently  came  a  very  close  fourth 
(only  three  seconds  separated  him  from  the  winner)  in  the  Border  School- 
boys 20  mile  championship.  Keep  up  the  good  cycling,  Kenny. 

The  Border  Open  Table  Tennis  Championships  were  held  in  our 
cultural  hall  during  the  week  of  August  12.  Congratulations  to  Brother 
Denis  Raubenheimer  who  won  the  singles  title  in  a  very  thrilling  close 
match,  to  Brother  and  Sister  Raubenheimer  who  won  the  mixed  doubles 
title.  Sister  Maria  van  Heerden  was  runner  up  in  the  ladies  plate  event. 

A  most  enjoyable  social  was  held  at  the  Chapel,  on  July  27,  when 
Sister  Beryl  Shoekel,  formerly  of  East  London  and  who  has  lived  in 
Canada  for  the  past  eleven  years,  showed  us  her  slides  arid  talked  about 
life  in  Canada.  There  was  a  good  attendance  and  refreshments  were  served 
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afterwards.  Beryl  has  now  returned  home  and  the  members  of  the 
Branch  are  going  to  miss  her. 

Congratulations  to  Sister  Elaine  O'Connor  and  her  husband,  Keith, 
on  the  birth  of  their  lovely  little  son,  Shane  Michael,  on  July  29. 

President  Alfred  J.  Corrigan  has  been  sustained  as  second  counsellor 
to  the  Branch  President  and  our  prayers  are  with  him  in  his  new  office. 

The  "non-working"  sisters  of  Relief  Society  (not  working  in  offices 
that  is,  but  pretty  hard  elsewhere)  are  meeting  at  private  homes  every 
couple  of  weeks,  in  the  mornings,  to  socialize  while  working  on  their 
bazaar  projects. 

PIETERMARITZBURG 

Begin    Monthly    Square    Dance 

Reported  by  Connie  de  Bruin 

August    will    be    remembered    by  and   many   other  interesting   games, 

the  Maritzburg  saints  as  the  month  and   also  its  great  getting   to    know 

that  an  Apostle  of  the  Lord  visited  each    other    socially. 
Durban.    Elder   Romney's  visit  was 

a  wonderful  experience  to  all  those  An  evening  of  square  dancing  was 

who   were    able    to    meet   and    hear  held  on   the    10th;  this  was  such   a 

both  him  and  sister  Romney  speak.  success    that    it    has    been    decided 

Although   it  was   a  terrible  journey  to   make  this  a  monthly   "D".  The 

in    the    rain   and   mist,    it   was   well  Saturday  after  the  fast  has  been  set 

worth  the  effort.  aside  for  this,  and  "Sleep  Hollow" 

The  Saturday  evening  games  held  members  extend  an  invitation  to  any 

at   the   chapel    are    proving   a  great  of    their    brothers    and   sisters    who 

success.    The    members    have    a    lot  are   near  enough  on   that   Saturday 

of    fun    and    keep    fit    playing    bad-  each    month    to    come    along    and 

minton,   table   tennis,  carpet    bowls.  join  in  the  fun. 

SALSSBURY 

Holds    Cine/ Dinner 

Reported  by  Jean  Bean 

On  Sunday  evening.  July  21,  a  number  of  Primary  and  MIA  awards 
were  made.  Primary  awards  were  earned  by  Sister  Gay  Frost  for  scrip- 
tures learned  and  Brother  Keith  Wainwright  for  Article  of  Faith  learned. 
Sister  Chyrisse  Frost,  Janet  Laing,  and  Elaine  Trotter  were  presented  with 
their  Gatherer  Health  cells,  and  Sister  Norma  Laing  received  her 
Guardian  Honour  Badge. 

The  Star  function  of  the  month  was  the  Sunday  School  Cine /Dinner 
which  was  held  on  Saturday,  July  27.  A  record  crowd  of  121  people 
were  present  —  64  members,  51  visitors,  and  6  missionaries.  The  dinner 
consisted  of  hot  soup  followed  by  cold  assorted  meats  and  salad  dishes 
which  were  delicious,  as  was  the  apple  tart  and  cream  which  was  served 
as  dessert.  The  film  was  in  colour,  "A  Bachelor  in  Paradise"  and  was 
very  amusing  and  very  much  enjoyed  by  everyone  present. 

All  the  members  of  the  Salisbury  Branch  are  sad  at  having  to  bid 
farewell  to  the  Trotter  family  who  are  returning  to  England  after  a  stay 
of  1 1  years  here  in  Salisbury.  The  Branch  will  miss  their  diligent  service 
and  fine  spirit,  but  everyone  wishes  them  joy  and  happiness  in  their  new 
home. 

On  Sunday,  August  11,  Sister  Grace  E.  Corbett  was  sustained  and 
set  apart  as  1st  Counsellor  for  Relief  Society  and  also  MIA  teacher  for 
the  adult  class  in  place  of  Sister  Joyce  Trotter,  and  Brother  Mike 
Crankshaw  was  sustained  and  set  apart  as  Priesthood  teacher  in  place  of 
Brother  Ken  Trotter. 
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BULAWAYO 


Announce  New  Relief  Society  Presidency 


Reported   by   Dawn   Owen 


Five  new  members  entered  the 
waters  of  baptism  this  month. 
Brother  Alexander  Herbert  and  Sis- 
ter Frances  Finlayson  were  bap- 
tized by  Elder  Oviat,  Brother  John 
Finlayson  and  Sister  Sarie  Herbert 
were  baptised  by  Elder  Toone. 
Sister  Denise  Milne  was  baptized  by 
Elder  Shupe.  Sister  Denise  Milne 
has  been  active  in  the  Branch  many 
years,  and  at  last  her  dearest  wish 
has  been  granted.  We  wish  all 
those  wonderful  people  God's  rich- 
est blessings,  and  much  happiness 
in    their  sojourn  among   the   saints. 

We  wish  to  announce  the  new 
Relief  Society  Presidency:  Sister 
Molly  Curling  is  serving  as  Presi- 
dent; Sister  Dawn  Owen  as  1st 
Counsellor;  Sister  Vi  Watts  as  se- 
cond Counsellor;  and  Sister  Marge 
Austin  as  Secretary. 

We  would  like  to  thank  the  out- 
going Presidency  for  long  and  faith- 
ful service.  They  really  served  during 
the  hard  years  when  we  were  work- 
ing frantically  for  Building  Funds. 
Sister  Johanna  Jubber  served  as 
President  for  1 1  years  and  as  2nd 
Counsellor  for  5  years.  Sister  Peggy 
Isaac  served  as  1st  Counsellor  for 
12  years.  Sister  Joyce  Jones  served 
as  Secretary  for  1 3  years.  They  all 


gave  good  and  loyal  service  and 
we  wish  to  thank  them.  They  work- 
ed extremely  hard  and  always  happy 
and  smiling,  nothing  was  ever  too 
much  for  them.  Sister  Johanna 
Jubber  and  Sister  Elizabeth  Palmer- 
Jones  both  past  Presidents,  were 
presented  with  broaches  in  appre- 
ciation   of    past    services    rendered. 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  an- 
nounce the  death  of  Sister  Marge 
Austin's  mother,  Granny  Duff,  as 
she  was  so  affectionately  called.  She 
was  rushed  into  the  hospital  with 
a  stroke,  returned  home  to  cele- 
brate her  84th  birthday,  took  very 
ill  again  and  died  in  the  hospital 
after  lingering  some  while.  She  so 
much  wanted  to  be  baptized,  but 
first  the  freezing  cold  weather  and 
then  her  illness  prevented  this.  She 
was  dearly  loved  within  the  Branch, 
and  her  happy  personality  will  al- 
ways be  remembered.  Our  deepest 
sympathy  go  out  to  her  family. 

MIA  wishes  to  announce  two 
Volleyball  game  victories  against 
the  Methodist  Church  members.  The 
Methodist  members  were  beaten  21 
games  to  6.  The  games  were  watched 
by  52  spectators.  Another  test  is 
coming  up  soon  and  we  wish  our 
side  luck. 


PRETORIA 

Scouts    Douse    Fire 

Reported  by  Anna  Muller 

Heartiest  congratulations  to  Francis  Collins  and  Ian  McFarlane  who 
were  married  in  the  Pretoria  Chapel  recently.  Welcome  home  to  Brother 
Alec  Comrie  who  returned  home  on  August  8  after  serving  an  honourable 
mission  in  the  Netherlands.  We  certainly  are  proud  of  this  fine  young 
member. 

Sister  Christene  du  Plessis  has  been  called  to  serve  as  Relief  Society 
President  with  Sisters  Alice  Theunissen  and  Celeste  Blight  to  assist  her. 
May  our  Heavenly  Father  bless  them. 

Sisters  Erasmus  and  Daisy  Kunitz  are  in  the  hospital  at  present.  We 
wish  them  a  speedy  recovery. 

On  August  6  Jacobus  Brummer,  Werner  Brummer  and  Nicky  Corn- 
brink  were  invested  as  Scouts  in  the  30th  Deseret  Troop.  Congratulations 
to  David  Hutton,  Cornelus  Faber  and  Barend  Swart  who  passed  their  tests 
for  their  Trekker  Badges.  During  a  Scout  hike  on  August  10,  a  field  fire 
was   noticed   and    it   was   soon    discovered    to    be    at   the    home    of   Sister 
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Carter.  The  Scouts  went  to  the  rescue  and  before  any  serious  damage  was 
done  the  fire  was  put  out  by  14  willing  scouts.  The  hike  resumed  cheered 
by  the  thought  of  a  good  deed  done  for  the  day. 


SPRINGS 


Commemorate    Pioneer's    Trek 

Reported  by  Valerie  Keuning 


In  place  of  our  usual  home  even- 
ing, on  Wednesday  night,  a  lovely 
evening  was  spent  at  the  chapel 
commemorating  the  trek  of  the 
pioneers  to  the  Salt  Lake  Valley. 
Everyone  had  lots  of  fun  joining 
in  the  games  and  square  dancing, 
not  forgetting  to  mention  the  good 
things  to  eat. 

Our  very  best  wishes  go  to 
Brother  Wynne  Armstrong  and 
Sister  Andre  Hugo  who  have  an- 
nounced their  engagement.  We  hope 
their  future  will  be  full  of  joy  and 
happiness. 

Congratulations  are  also  extended 
to  Sister  Lynette  Campbell  and  Mr. 
Peter  Devantier  who  were  married 
in  the  Springs  chapel  on  August  3. 
They  have  now  left  Springs  to  make 
their  home  in  Durban  and  we  wish 
them  every  happiness  in  their  new 
life   together. 

Another  cake  sale  was  held  this 
month  by  the  Relief  Society  Sisters 


to  help  swell  the  building  fund. 
Thanks  go  to  all  the  sisters  who 
contributed.  The  Relief  Society  also 
held  a  film  show  on  Saturday  17th, 
a  real  windy  winter  night.  The  few 
families  who  did  attend  enjoyed 
themselves   very  much. 

On  August  23,  a  large  crowd  of 
saints  and  friends  gathered  at  Jan 
Smuts  Airport  to  bid  farewell  to  the 
M 'Crystal  family  who  left  on  their 
trip  to  the  temple.  It  really  is  lovely 
to  see  the  saints  make  so  many 
sacrifices  in  order  to  visit  the  house 
of  the  Lord.  We  wish  them  a  very 
pleasant  trip  and  look  forward  to 
hearing  from  them  when  they  return. 

We  have  news  from  France  that 
one  of  our  sisters  has  just  given 
birth  to  a  baby  boy.  We  wish  Bro- 
ther and  Sister  Basil  van  Linder  a 
lot  of  joy  with  their  new  arrival. 
They  were  members  of  the  Springs 
Branch  prior  to  their  departure  to 
France  and  we  are  all  looking  for- 
ward to  the  day  when  they  return. 


RAMAH  II 

Has    "Get-Together" 

Reported  by  Hope  Minne 

Our  sympathy  goes  out  to  Sister  Taute  who  lost  her  mother  suddenly 
during  the  month.  Our  thoughts  and  prayers  are  with  her  at  this  sad  time. 
No  news  at  the  moment  of  Primary  or  MIA  but  they  are  jogging  along 
as  usual. 

We  had  another  of  those  branch  "Get-togethers"  this  month  at  the 
home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Milne.  As  usual  this  was  a  most  enjoyable 
affair  and  we  all  chatted  and  got  to  know  each  other  better  over  a  delight- 
ful meal  which  was  preceded  by  a  trip  to  the  bioscope.  These  evenings  are 
most  beneficial  in  bringing  us  closer  together  and  in  introducing  new 
people,  who  may  be  visiting  or  joining  our  branch. 

Relief  Society  has  now  reopened  and  at  present  the  sisters  are  all 
working  towards  the  Convention  at  the  end  of  the  month  which  involves 
a  sale  of  work  as  well  as  other  meetings.  It  is  fortunate  that  we  have  our 
General  Authorities  coming  out  and  that  their  visit  coincides  with  the  very 
first  Relief  Society  Convention. 
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KRUGERSDORP 


Holds    Branch    Conference 

Reported  by  Muriel  Harris 


On  August  2,  a  successful  film 
was  shown  in  aid  of  the  Sunday 
School  Christmas  Tree  Fund. 

Krugersdorp  Branch  Conference 
took  place  the  first  week  in  August 
and  the  various  Auxiliaries  were 
happy  to  have  visitors  from  the 
District  and  Mission  in  attendance. 
The  Relief  Society  Conference  was 
delightful  and  President  Smit  gave 
an  inspiring  talk  to  the  ladies.  A 
duet  was  rendered  by  Sister  Muriel 
Harris  and  Sister  Judy  Powrie  and 
Sister  Elaine  sang  a  solo  "The  Lord 
is  My  Shepherd."  The  choir  parti- 
cipated in  the  Sunday  School  and 
Sacrament  Meetings  and  the  Junior 
Sunday  School  Choir  delighted  all 
hearts  with  their  singing. 

Our  very  heartfelt  sympathy  is 
extended  to  Brother  and  Sister  Ban- 
field  and  the  family  who  have  suf- 
fered a  sad  loss.  Their  baby  daugh- 
ter, Chantal  Tanya,  aged  four 
months  died  suddenly  on  the  25th. 
May  they  be  sustained  with  cour- 
age  from   our  Heavenly  Father. 

Our  "Open  House"  was  extremely 
successful  this  month  and  was 
attended  by  many  members  and 
investigators,  who  thoroughly  en- 
joyed the  Musical  talent  of  the 
many  members  of  the  Branch  and 
the  numbers  rendered  by  the  Choir, 
under  the  fine  direction  of  Brother 
Alton  Doller. 

VEREENIGING 


Sister  Trudy  Oosthuizen  under- 
went a  major  operation  at  the  Brent- 
hurst  Clinic  on  the  27th  and  we 
wish  her  a  complete  and  speedy 
recovery. 

Brother  Jan  Delport  is  leaving 
for  Bloemfontein  to  take  up  new 
employment.  Brother  Delport  has 
been  with  us  at  Krugersdorp  for 
nearly  eight  years  and  has  faith- 
fully served  as  branch  Clerk  and 
Secretary  to  Brother  Norman  Scott 
of  the  Elders  Quorum.  We  wish 
this  fine  family  a  wonderful  future. 
Sister  Elaine  Delport  and  the  chil- 
dren will  follow  within  the  next  few 
months.  Our  loss  is  the  gain  of 
Bloemfontein  Branch. 

Sister  Elaine  Strydom  is  to  be 
congratulated  on  her  fine  achieve- 
ment in  gaining  several  awards  on 
the  completion  of  her  recent  Sales 
Representative's  course.  She  was 
especially  commended  for  her  man- 
ner in  dealing  with  the  public. 
Those  who  know  Sister  Strydom 
will  not  be  surprised  as  we  know 
her  delightful  personality. 

MIA  was  privileged  to  have 
President  Evan  Wright  give  us  an 
interesting  address  on  August  26 
and  we  were  happy  to  have  Sister 
Wright  with  us  as  well. 

Our  Branch  presidency  are  to  be 
commended  for  their  hard  work  and 
devotion  to  all  the  members,  and  we 
want  them  all  to  know  how  much 
we  appreciate  them. 


Have    Pioneer    Night 

Reported  by  Lynette  I.  Roberts 

Pioneer  Night  was  truly  a  memorable  night  for  the  saints  in  Ver- 
eeniging.  A  lovely  camp  fire  burning  brightly  at  the  one  end  of  the  grounds 
at  the  back  of  the  chapel  with  all  the  saints  gathered  round,  were  greeted 
with  the  Primary  children  pushing  a  hand  cart  and  singing.  "Come,  Come 
Ye  Saints."  After  the  opening  prayer  we  all  sang  the  hymn  once  again 
Our  Relief  Society  President  then  paid  tribute  to  the  bravery  of  the 
pioneer  women. 

The  gathering  then  played  games  organized  by  the  MIA  with  all 
ages  participating,  while  the  food  was  prepared  by  the  Relief  Society. 
After  an  exhausting  period  of  play  we  were  all  more  than  ready  for  our 
dinner  which  consisted  of  bean  stew  and  samp.  The  evening  ended  with 
square  dancing.   I  would  like  to  mention  here  that  the   children   from  7 
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years  of  age  and  up  joined  in,  with  the  square  dancing  and  were  not  at 
all  happy  when  we  had  to  close  the  evening  at  9.30  p.m.  We  all  enjoyed 
a  hot  cup  of  soup  and  home-made  bread  and  went  home  feeling  grateful 
for  the  courage  and  spirit  the  pioneers  showed  in  their  trek  westward  and 
leaving  us  this  wonderful  heritage. 

Our  film  show  this  last  month  "Gigot"  was  well  attended  and  most 
enjoyable.  Plenty  of  refreshments  were  supplied  and  a  special  thank  you 
to  Brother  and  Sister  Gorman  and  family  for  coming  down  from  Johan- 
nesburg to  show  the  film  to  us. 

We  were  delighted  to  have  Brother  Hornabrook  and  family  with  Sister 
Fouche  of  Krugersdorp  visit  us  for  the  day  at  the  end  of  July  and  to 
have  Brother  Ben  de  Wet  and  family  and  Olaf  Tiam  join  us  for  the 
evening  service.  Our  Open  House  was  most  encouraging  with  7  investiga- 
tors present. 

CARLETONVILLE 

Hears    Guest    Speakers 

Reported  by  Pam  Grobler 
We  feel  that  our  Branch  has  been  saints  present  brought  a  plate  of 
doubly  blessed  this  month,  instead  eats  so  that  we  could  socialise  with 
of  just  having  visiting  speakers,  we  our  visitors.  It  was  pleasant  getting 
were  fortunate  in  having  guest  to  know  saints  from  branches  fur- 
speakers  as  well.  The  guest  speakers  ther  afield. 

spoke  on  August  1 1  and  the  visiting  As  far  as  activities  are  concerned 

speakers  on  August    18.   We   would  it   has   been   rather   a   quiet   month, 

like  to  express  our  thanks  to  all  the  All    available    sisters    have    put    as 

speakers  for  the  inspiring  messages  much    spare    time    as    possible    into 

they  left  with   us.   After  the  Sacra-  the   work   of   preparing  articles   for 

ment  meetings  on  the  Sundays  when  the      Relief      Society      Convention 

our  visitors  spoke,  every  famdy  of  Bazaar. 

WELKOM 

Cake    Sale    Success 

Reported  by  Violet  Holtshousen 

August  proved  to  be  a  most  fulfilling  month  for  the  Welkom  Branch. 
On  Friday  August  16,  an  open  house  was  held  in  the  Branch.  The  evening 
ended  on  a  most  enjoyable  note  with  a  sing  song. 

A  cake  sale  was  held  outside  of  Checkers  store  one  Saturday  morning 
which  proved  to  be  a  great  success.  A  big  thank  you  to  the  sisters  for 
providing  and  spending  time  baking  for  this  event. 

Many  members  of  the  Branch  journeyed  to  Bloemfontein  to  attend  a 
conference  at  which  Elder  Marion  G.  Romney  addressed  them.  The  con- 
ference was  certainly  worth  the  journey. 

Sister  Webb  and  Brother  Reeford  Futter  have  both  been  sick.  We 
sincerely  pray  that  they  will  continue  to  get  stronger  and  will  soon  enjoy 
good  health  once  more. 

BLOEMFONTEIN 

Sisters    Enjoy    Knotting 

Reported  by  Lida  van  der  Leek 

A    craze    has    hit    Bloemfontein,  owners  of  a  knotted  bag. 
and  that  is  "Knotting".  The   Relief 

Society    arranged    to    have    a    lady  The     Primary     held     an     "Open 

come   and   demonstrate   knotted-bag  House"  meeting  during  the  month, 

making    to    the    sisters.    They    spent  Musical    items    were    presented    by 

two    work    meetings    to    learn    the  each    class,    and    the    visitors    and 

"ropes"  and  the  results  were  lovely,  children   enjoyed   every  moment   of 

Most  of  the  sisters  are  now  proud  it. 
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MISSIONARY  ACTIVITIES 


RELEASES 

ELDER  DENNIS  MARVIN  STUTZNEGGER,  released  August  30.  1968.  Elder  Stutznegger 
is  from  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah.  He  laboured  in  Klerksdorp,  Queenstown,  Port  Elizabeth. 
Bulawayo.  Salisbury.  Vereeniging,  and  Kempton  Park. 

ELDER    STEPHEN    LYNN    HUNTER,   released   September   20,    1968.    Elder   Hunter  is   from 

American   Fork,    Utah,    He   has   laboured   in   Germiston.   Cape  Town.    Klerksdorp,  Durban 

as    the    District    Leader    of    Natal,    and    in    Mission    Home    as    Assistant    to    the  Mission 
President. 

ELDER  JOHN  EDDIS  MASSEY,  released  September  20.  1968.  Elder  Massey  is  from  Ogden, 
Utah.  He  has  laboured  in  Pretoria,  Cape  Town,  Bloemfontcin.  Mission  Home  as  the 
Mission    Secretary,    and    Salisbury    and    the    District    Leader    of    Salisbury. 

ELDER  MELVIN  JAN  WITTWER,  released  September  17,  1968.  Elder  Wittwer  is  from 
Santa  Clara,  Utah.  He  has  laboured  in  Welkom.  Pretoria,  Salisbury,  Mission  Home  as 
Assistant  Secretary.  Pietermaritzburg,  Port  Elizabeth  as  District  Leader  of  the  Eastern 
Cape. 

ELDER  KENNETH  EARL  PATTERSON,  released  October  4,  1968.  Elder  Patterson  is  from 
Rexburg.  Idaho.  He  has  laboured  in  Queenstown.  Primrose.  Carletonville,  Salisbury, 
Kimberley.    and    Bloemfontein,    as    District    Leader   of   the    Orange    Free   State. 


Remember  the  worth  of  souls  is 
great  in  the  sight  of  God; 

And  if  it  so  be  that  you  should 
labour  all  the  days  in  crying 
repentance  unto  this  people  and 
bring,  save  it  be  one  soul  unto 
me,  how  great  shall  be  your  joy 
with  him  in  the  kingdom  of  my 
Father ! 

And  now,  if  your  joy  will  be  great 
with  one  soul  that  you  have  brought 
unto  me  into  the  kingdom  of  my  Father, 
how  great  will  be  your  joy  if  you 
bring  many  souls  unto  me  ! 

D.  &C.  8:10,  15-16 
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FROM  OUR  FILES 


BLESSINGS 


BELLVILLE 
GALLOWAY,    Andrew   John    blessed    August 

4,    1968. 
GALLOWAY,        David        William        blessed 

August   4,    1968. 
KALLIS,  Andre  blessed  November   18,    1967. 
KALLIS,  Alexander  Richard  blessed  July   11. 

1965. 
SMITH,     Clifford      Ralph     blessed     July     7. 

1968. 
VERMEULEN,  Nico  blessed  April   28,    1968. 

RAMAH  I 
DE     WET,     Layton    Jud    blessed    August    4. 

1968. 


BAPTISMS 


BELLVILLE 

JENNER,    Dianne    Lindsay    baptizftd    August 

3,    1968. 
SMITH,     Grace     Mavis     baptized     July      7, 

1968. 
SMITH,   Sylvia   Anne   baptized   July   7,    1968. 

BULAWAYO 

FINLAYSON,  Frances  baptized  August  3, 
1968. 

FINLAYSON,  John  William  baptized  August 
3.    1968. 

HERBERT,  Alexander  Trevor  Knowel  bap- 
tized August  3.  1968. 

HERBERT,  Sarie  Naude  baptized  August  3, 
1968. 


MILNE,     Denise    Anne    baptized    August    3, 
1968. 

EAST   LONDON 
WALDEK,    Sally    baptized    July    21,    1968. 

KLERKSDORP 
KELLY,    Kathleen    Patricia    baptized    August 
10,    1968. 

PIETERMARITZBURG 
SCHELTEMA,      Jacobus     Hendrik      baptized 
July  27.    1968. 

RAMAH   I 
HARRISON,       Diane       Margaret       baptized 
August   3,    1968. 


ORDINATIONS 


BELLVILLE 
GALLOWAY,    William    Ferdinand    ordained 

a  Deacon  June  16,  1968. 
VAN     DER     POLL,     Johannes     ordained     a 

Teacher   June    16,    1968. 

DURBAN 
FIELD,    Norman    Hugh    ordained    a    Teacher 
July    21,    1968. 


SCHUBACH,      Dennis      Jacob      ordained      a 
Teacher    July    21,     1968. 

MOWBRAY 
SANDERS,      Peter      Lawrence      ordained      a 
Deacon  September  1,  1968. 

PIETERMARITZBURG 
BERGHOFF,     Frans     William     Anthony     or- 
dained   an    Elder    July    7,     1968. 


MARRIAGES 


SPRINGS 
HANSEN,       Manfred      married       to      DYE. 
Dorothy    C.    July    7.    1968. 
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cJhey  C/or 

o>peak  cJhefnselves 

About  the  itme  you  get  even  with  the  Joneses,  they  refinance. 

*  *  * 

The  landlady  of  a  resort  boarding  house  made  a  point  of  asking  her 
departing  guests  to  write  something  in  her  visitor's  book.  She  was  very 
proud  of  the  names  and  the  sentiments  inscribed  there.  "But  I  can't  under- 
stand," she  confided  to  a  friend,  "what  one  sour-looking  man  wrote. 
People  always  smile  when  they  read  it." 

"What  is  it?"  queried  the  other. 

The  landlady  replied :  "He  wrote  only  the  words,  'Quoth  the  Raven.'  " 

*  *  * 

A  woman's  promise  to  be  on  time  carries  a  lot  of  wait. 

A  traffic  expert  said  recently  that  if  all  the  cars  in  the  nation  were 
placed  end  to  end,  some  bright  fellow  would  pull  out  and  try  to  pass  them. 

I  have  discovered  the  art  of  fooling  diplomats :  I  speak  the  truth,  and 
they  never  believe  me. 

*  *  * 

When  home  is  ruled  according  to  God's  word,  angels  might  be  asked 

to  stay  a  night  with  us,  and  they  would  not  find  themselves  out  of  their 

element. 

C.  H.  Spurgeon 

*  *  * 

Popular  expressions  are  sometimes  misleading.  They  call  it  the  "rush 
hour"  around  five  o'clock,  when  you  sit  in  your  car  for  half  and  hour 
waiting  for  the  traffic  to  move  twelve  feet! 

*  *  * 

Blessed  is  the  man  who,  having  nothing  to  say,  abstains  from  giving 
wordy  evidence  of  the  fact.  —  George  Eliot. 

*  *  * 

The  desire  to  have  many  books,  and  never  to  use  them,  is  like  a  child 
that  will  have  a  candle  burning  by  him  all  the  while  he  is  asleep. 

—  Henry  Peacham 

*  *  * 

All  your  losses  will  be  made  up  to  you  in  the  resurrection,  provided 
you  continue  faithful.  —  The  Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  DHC,V,362. 

*  *  * 
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